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Happy New Year Elmwood Family!  

As I reflect on where God has brought us over this past year in the revitalization, my heart is 
stirred to shout with the Psalmist,  

Praise the Lord, you his servants; praise the name of the Lord.  

Let the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

Psalm 113:1-3 

I can’t express how proud I am of you for how you stepped up in generosity for our BE RICH 
stewardship drive. By God’s grace and your sacrificial generosity, we raised $23,786.48, including 
the $10,000 matching gift. May God multiply that money into a significant Kingdom impact this 
year!  

Looking to this next year of ministry, I’m excited to continue dreaming and praying about how we 
can most effectively connect with people in our community and reach people with the good news 
about Jesus. And I’m so thankful to be doing all of this alongside of you, my church family.  

Looking forward to what God will do in 2020, 

John Stromberg 
Lead Pastor  

NEW MESSAGE SERIES STARTING JANUARY 5!  

THRIVING IN EXILE: GOSPEL HOPE FROM 1 PETER 
From the very beginning of the Christian movement, 
those who follow Jesus have experienced the challenge 
of living in a world where the Kingdom values they live 
by do not align with the dominant values of the culture 
around them. The Apostle Peter writes to churches 
scattered throughout the Roman Empire and addresses 
them as exiles—strangers and sojourners. These 
believers are suffering for following the risen Jesus, and 
Peter writes both to remind them that suffering for 
following Jesus is the normal Christian experience and 
to encourage them that it's not only possible to survive 
on the margins of society, but to thrive there.  

Join us each week as we journey through the powerful 
letter of 1 Peter. 
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AROUND  ELMWOOD 
NEW ADULT ED CLASS BEGINS JANUARY 5  

Weekly on Sundays at 9:15 am in the Conference Room  
It seems as if now more than ever, people are unafraid to ask the question "Why 
do you believe what you do?" and as Jesus followers, we are commanded to be 
ready to give a defense for the hope that we have in Christ. In a world informed 
by rationality and skepticism, it's important that Christians are able to give real 
answers to people's legitimate questions. During this class, we are going to spend time looking at the worldviews 
and beliefs that people around us may have, as well as discussing the obstacles that someone may have in 
coming to faith in Christ. It's our hope and prayer that this time would not only encourage you in your faith, but 
would motivate you to share with others about the good news of Jesus with both grace and truth.  

ELMWOOD SENIORS’ BIBLE STUDY will meet Wednesday, January 8th at 1:00 pm (please note this is the 

2nd Wednesday!)  All Seniors are welcome to attend as we continue our study of the Book of 1 John. 

UPDATE: THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
The 2019 Thanksgiving Eve offering was designated to be a special offering for the Ralph Reeder Food Shelf.  
Because of your generous gifts, we were able to send them a donation in the amount of $171.  Also, another 
benefactor has indicated they will match our donation dollar for dollar, so we effectively contributed $342!  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES  are available on the Connections table.  Please note there are no longer 

assigned envelope numbers.  Pick up a pack on Sunday!  

2020 ANNUAL MEETING – Sunday, January 19 

Elmwood’s annual meeting will be held on January 19th, immediately following the worship service. During the 
meeting we will take time to celebrate what God has been doing at Elmwood, share where we think God is 
leading us in 2020, and will vote to approve the new Elmwood Constitution and By Laws, affirm nominees for 
the new Church Leadership Team, and pass the 2020 Budget. Even if you are not yet a member of Elmwood, we 
encourage you to stay and be a part of the meeting with us! 

CELEBRATE PASTOR FRED & KAI’S SERVICE TO ELMWOOD 
Mark your calendars to join us on Sunday, January 26th for a special time of 
appreciation and farewell for Pastor Fred. As a part of the revitalization plan that 
was adopted just over a year ago, Fred will transition out of ministry at Elmwood 
and into a new season of ministry which he and Kai are still discerning. To send 
them off, we will have a special time of congregational sharing during the service 
and a meal afterward in the fellowship hall. We ask you to write them a card or a 
note of encouragement as they step into this new season of life and ministry! 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
The Saint Anthony Village Police Department will be conducting an emergency simulation training event at 
Elmwood Church on Thursday, January 23rd from 5:00 – 11:00pm.   

THANK YOU   from Langford Homeschool Collective: 

Elmwood Church,  

Merry Christmas!  We are so grateful for your hospitality and for the opportunity to use your church building.  It is an 

incredible blessing to our Langford Co-op families! 

In Christ,  Brenda Krotzer & the Langford Homeschool Collective 

NOTE: This “Thank You” from Langford was accompanied by a gift of $1500 

THANK YOU   to Ken & Paula Tate once again for providing Elmwood Church 

with a subscription to Guideposts magazine.  You may enjoy reading the Elmwood 
copy of Guideposts any time you are relaxing in the main foyer of the church!  
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MISSIONS & MINISTRY NEWS 
PRAYER REQUESTS FROM THE MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED BY ELMWOOD 

For more news from the missionaries and various ministries supported by Elmwood,  

please take a look at the white binder on the table outside the church office. 

Mafú, Ednay and Zoey Abel, Paraguay: Continue to pray that God will direct us into the right area for a new church plant. We 

are scouting unreached areas of Paraguay. There are many towns with no Christians, and we need God to direct us to one of 

them. Pray also for our language learning. Baby Ian Mateo Abel is due to be born on Jan. 22. Zoey is a joy and blessing.  

Dennis and Mary Ann Barnett, Barnett International Student Ministry: Praise the Lord we were able to share our testimony 

with Dennis’ cousin Cynthia and her family in Michigan during the funeral of his 99-year-old uncle. His uncle was a fine 

generous man of God. We were able to share Christ before we got on our plane, as well as on the plane with other passengers. 

Please pray for Shilpa, Prabhat, and their children. We shared a meal together and spoke to them of Christ’s healing touch on 

my voice. They need the Lord. Keep in your prayers Shaleish, and his wife Eugenia who has lung cancer (never smoked), and son 

Caleb who’s still paralyzed from the stroke he suffered when he was 13 years old. Caleb works at Medtronic but suffers 

headaches daily. Pray for his need to return to Christ. His parents are godly believers. Tanja from Bosnia is applying for a waiver 

and to prove her worth by setting up performances over the next five years. I’ve contacted colleagues in New York and in the 

Twin Cities. She has a concert planned in Thunder Bay in January with her twin sister. Please pray for these opportunities to 

come about. Please keep our Chinese believers in your prayers as their government is harassing their families back home. These 

faithful believers aren’t asking for relief but that they will grow stronger and more devout to Christ! 

Duff and Sharon Gustafson, Ethnos360: Major unrest, rioting and upheaval in Bolivia continues after the presidential elections 

that are being labeled by both sides as fraudulent. Pray for foreigners in the country. The political situation in Venezuela 

continues to be very difficult. Pray that missionaries can continue to work. Pray for our own country! Pray for our political 

leadership and for one another that we would not lose faith in God and what He is doing.  

Carl and Cheryl Rich, Youth with a Mission: We praise God for 37 inner-city children who heard the gospel message during this 

past year. Many attend our weekly Good News Club, which we partner with Child Evangelism Fellowship. Carl is preparing for 

The Kairos Course which will be held later in January. Specifically, pray that he has enough trained facilitators and at this course 

(nine lessons) will reignite believers’ passion for missions. We are praying for 20 students to commit to this course and return to 

their churches with renewed love for God and His work in the world today. Thank you for your prayers for our son 

David. Despite the long 12-hour shifts, he enjoys learning the details of his job and the interaction with the patients and co-

workers at Mayo Hospital in Mankato, MN. His graduate studies will begin in late January. Please pray for his balancing of work 

and school and keeping healthy. 

Troy and Cora Roberts, Chiang Rai International Christian School, Thailand: Troy has one month left of the basketball season, 

and about half of the girls on his team don't have a relationship with Christ. He's already heard one pray for the first time and 

seen others encouraged by the love and witness of the Christians on the team, so please keep praying that God would open 

doors of opportunity and make hearts receptive to His grace. Cora is in the thick of organizing the regional women's retreat, 

which will be held on February 7-9. The theme this year is DELIGHT, based on Zephaniah 3:17: "The Lord your God is with 

you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in His love He will no longer rebuke you but will rejoice 

over you with singing." Please pray that the 100+ women who attend will experience the Lord's delight in them in a way that 

transforms their lives and kindles their own returned delight in the Lord. 

Nikolao and Tabita Vuni, Christian Brotherhood Church, Sudan: The Ma'di 'Burulo Translation Committee which I head is going 

ahead with the work of translation. We recently got the code for the language from Germany. Each member has been assigned 

a book in the New Testament to translate. I have completed the Gospel of Luke and the 1 John. Pray for the 10 translators and 

five language experts of the committee that they will work hard and commit to complete the work. We are doing the work 

voluntarily because we want our people to have the Word of God in our language and to save the language from dying out. 

About 79,000 people speak the language. Pray for the work of CBC; work is going well, and Bishop Al Amin is visiting Aweil 

Town. Bishop Simon will visit Khartoum after Christmas. Praise the Lord for the cease fire that is still holding, and the political 

leaders are still talking to one another. Pray for my wife Tabita. She fell and hurt her knee.  
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ELMWOOD    JANUARY  2020    CALENDAR 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

29 30 NEW YEAR’S EVE            31 JANUARY 1, 2020 2 3 4 
  900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S) 
NO Elmwood Kids or Adult Class 

  900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L) 
1000 am Elmwood Coffee & Connections 
1015 am EC PreService Prayer (CR) 
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)  
1100 am CF Worship (FH) 
 
4/6 pm   Grove Church Worship (all) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

  
 
1:00 pm Visitation 
2:00 pm Funeral –  

Muriel Littlejohn 
 
 
600 pm CF Prayer meeting (L) 
 

800 am CF Men’s meeting (L) 
 
 
 
 
 
600 pm CF Men’s meeting (L) 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
  900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S) 
  915 am Elmwood Kids (ABCD) 

              & Adult Class (CR) 
  900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L) 
1000 am Elmwood Coffee & Connections 
1015 am EC PreService Prayer (CR) 
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)   

             & Children’s Church (ABC) 
1100 am CF Worship (FH) 
4/6 pm   Grove Church Worship (all) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 
1000 am  EC Ladies’ Prayer (CR) 
 
 
 
 
 
630 pm North Star Chorus (FH) 
730 pm CF Bible Study (D) 

 
 
1100 am Friendship Women’s 

Bible Study (CR) 
 
100 pm Senior’s Bible Study (FR) 
 
 
700 pm Grove Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
700 pm Elmwood Transitional 

Council Meeting (CR) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
600 pm CF Prayer meeting (L) 
 

 
830 am ATN Prayer Ministry 

Second Saturday 
 
 
 
400 pm Grove Deacon Mtg (S) 
 
600 pm CF Men’s meeting (L) 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
  900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S) 
  915 am Elmwood Kids (ABCD) 

              & Adult Class (CR) 
  900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L) 
1000 am Elmwood Coffee & Connections 
1015 am EC PreService Prayer (CR) 
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)   

             & Children’s Church (ABC) 
1100 am CF Worship (FH) 
4/6 pm   Grove Church Worship (all) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 
1000 am Langford Homeschool 

Collective 

 

 
1000 am  EC Ladies’ Prayer (CR) 
 
 
 
 
 
630 pm North Star Chorus (FH) 
730 pm CF Bible Study (D) 

 
 
1100 am Friendship Women’s 

Bible Study (CR) 
 
 
 
 
700 pm Grove Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
645 pm ATN Prayer Clinic 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
600 pm CF Prayer meeting (L) 
 

 

800 am CF Men’s meeting (L) 
900 am RC Healing Prayer 

(L/FR/CR) 
 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
  900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S) 
  915 am Elmwood Kids (ABCD) 

              & Adult Class (CR) 
  900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L) 
1000 am Elmwood Coffee & Connections 
1015 am EC PreService Prayer (CR) 
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)   

             & Children’s Church (ABC) 
1100 am CF Worship (FH) 

1200 pm ELMWOOD  
ANNUAL MEETING (S) 

 
4/6 pm   Grove Church Worship (all) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 
1000 am Langford Homeschool 

Collective 

 
 

 
1000 am  EC Ladies’ Prayer (CR) 
 
 
 
 
630 pm North Star Chorus (FH) 
700 pm EC Elders Meeting (L) 
700 pm RC Healing Prayer (S) 
730 pm CF Bible Study (D) 

 
 
1100 am Friendship Women’s 

Bible Study (CR) 
 
 
 
 
700 pm Grove Church 

 
945 am ATN Prayer Clinic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 pm PRIVATE EVENT 

SAPD Emergency Simulation & 
Training session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
600 pm CF Prayer meeting (L) 
 

800 am CF Men’s meeting (L) 
 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 FEBRUARY 1 
  900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S) 
  915 am Elmwood Kids (ABCD) 

              & Adult Class (CR) 
  900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L) 
1000 am Elmwood Coffee & Connections 
1015 am EC PreService Prayer (CR) 
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)   

             & Children’s Church (ABC) 
1100 am CF Worship (FH) 

1200pm Elmwood Celebration for  
Pastor Fred & Kai Thoni 

 
4/6 pm   Grove Church Worship (all) 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 
1000 am Langford Homeschool 

Collective 

 

 
1000 am  EC Ladies’ Prayer (CR) 
 
 
 
430 pm ATN Knead Time 
 
630 pm North Star Chorus (FH) 
730 pm CF Bible Study (D) 

 
 
1100 am Friendship Women’s 

Bible Study (CR) 
 
 
 
 
700 pm Grove Church 

  
 
 
 
 
600 pm CF Prayer meeting (L) 
 

800 am CF Men’s meeting (L) 
900 am RC Healing Prayer 

(L/FR/CR) 
 
 
600 pm CF Men’s meeting (L) 

KEY :  S = Sanctuary         FR = Fireside Room           FH = Fellowship Hall/Gym 
(I)N = (Infant) Nursery    CR = Conference Room     L = Library       ABCD = Classrooms 

EC = Elmwood Church      CF = Conquistando Fronteras    RC = Real Church  
ATN = All Things New Prayer Ministry NSC = North Star Chorus 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 

  9:15 am 

10:00 am 

10:15 am 

10:30 am  

Elmwood Kids & Adult Class 

Coffee & Connections 

Pre-Service Prayer Time 

Worship Service and Children’s Church 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


