SEPTEMBER 2020
POLITICAL RESOURCES
As we head into what is one of the most divided and polarized election cycles in recent history, we believe it
critical to steward the gift of participation in the political process. Elmwood is committed to doing the best job we
can of providing resources to help you think biblically about how to engage politics and to help you navigate the
issues that are at stake. Our prayer is that these resources would be a helpful supplement to your own research
and engagement.

WEBSITES
https://www.theflipside.io/
From their website “We’re a one-stop shop for smart, concise summaries of political analysis from both
conservative and liberal media. Our goal is to become a news source for liberals, moderates, independents,
conservatives, and even the apolitical.”
https://www.allsides.com/
From their website: “AllSides strengthens our democratic society with balanced news, diverse perspectives, and
real conversation. We expose people to information and ideas from all sides of the political spectrum so they can
better understand the world — and each other.”
http://
http://www.
://www.ballotpedia.org/
www.ballotpedia.org/
From their website: “Ballotpedia connects people with politics by changing the way they access the information
they need to be informed about federal, state, and local politics. Our content includes neutral, accurate, and
verifiable information on government officials and the offices they hold, political issues and public policy, elections,
candidates, and the influencers of politics.”
https://www.isidewith.com/
https://www.isidewith.com/
This website allows you to take an extensive quiz to see which candidates you most closely align with.

BOOKS AND BLOGS
How the Nations Rage: Rethinking Faith and Politics in a Divided Age,
Age written by Jonathan Leeman
https://albertmohler.com/thehttps://albertmohler.com/the-briefing
The Briefing is a daily news analysis from a Christian worldview perspective. Al Mohler draws from a variety of
print news sources and talks about the worldview implications of each story and often connects it to Scripture.

VOTER GUIDES
https://ivotergui
https://ivoterguide.com/
/ivoterguide.com/
If you are not able to access the above website, voter guides from the Faith and Freedom Coalition are available
by request from the church office. To get your copy, call (612) 788788-9408.
9408
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AROUND ELMWOOD
FALL MINISTRY AT ELMWOOD
UPCOMING MESSAGE SERIES – SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Throughout history, followers of Jesus have been
faced with the task of living out their devotion to
him and his mission in a variety of different
environments. Our world has drastically changed
over the past few months and especially now we
need to be reminded that no matter what
environment we live in, we have the same call—to
follow and be in relationship with Jesus. The
essence of what it means to follow him and be a
part of his Kingdom is found in Sermon on the
Mount and beginning September 13th we are starting a new series of messages looking at this vital
and relevant portion of Scripture. Mark your calendar and plan to join us Sundays at 10:30 am, in
person or online through the live stream.

SENIOR BIBLE STUDY IS BACK!
For Senior Bible Study this fall, we will be slowing down to carefully make our way through the
Sermon on the Mount, alongside the sermon series happening during our Sunday worship
gatherings. We will dig deeper into the text and work through how to apply what we are learning in
our own lives and in our church community. You won’t want to miss it! As usual we will meet on the
first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm, except in September—for the month of September only
we will meet on the second Wednesday, Sept. 9th.

GOOD NEWS IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE—NEW DIGITAL ADULT CLASS STARTING SEPTEMBER 17
Due to current COVID-19 restrictions, we will not
be holding our normal Sunday Adult Ed class
before the weekly gathering. Instead,
Instead we will be
holding a class over ZOOM on the first and third
Thursday of each month, from 7:00 – 8:30 pm.
pm
We will be talking about some of the issues that
our culture is facing and how they intersect with
our political engagement. The goal of this class is
to create space to have charitable and biblically
based conversations about what kind of people we
should be as we seek to live as ambassadors of King Jesus. The first class will be Thursday,
September 17th, and we hope to see you ONLINE! For those unable to make it, YouTube summary
videos will be available following each session, with handouts available upon request. RSVP’s are
strongly encouraged so we can gauge interest and attendance. Please
email matt@elmwoodchurch.org or call the church office at (612) 788788-9408 if you plan to attend.
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AROUND ELMWOOD
GENEROSITY REPORT (as of August 26, 2020)
Month-to-Date (August 1-26)
Actual August Income
$22,779.85

Actual August Expenses
$ 38,508.45

Year-to-Date (Jan 1 – July 22)
Actual YTD Income
$185,230.26

Actual YTD Expenses
$157,533.71

WEEKLY GIVING
On behalf of the entire Leadership Team, we (Pastor John and Pastor Matt) would like to extend our deepest
thanks for your faithful generosity and the ways you have been committed to what the Lord is doing here at
Elmwood. Even though this year has been filled with challenges, your commitment to God’s kingdom and
your faith in His provision has been demonstrated through your consistent giving. One of the places this has
been most evident was through your help in paying for the unexpected expense of installing a fire alarm
system! It was amazing to see that money come through so quickly so that we could continue to steward this
beautiful building the Lord has given us. Thank you again! We look forward to seeing the kingdom of God
advance through your giving in St. Anthony Village and beyond.

THE FUNDRAISER NUMBERS ARE IN!
Thank you to everyone who helped support the Rummage Sale Fundraiser by donating items or volunteering
your time. This could not have come together without your help and your prayer! The Lord provided us with
the perfect day, and we were able to raise $3,134.35 for local non-profit Nourish 282. Thanks for doing your
part to stop hunger in our community!

THANK YOU from Cheryl & Michael Heilman
We wish to thank you all! We have been very blessed by our Elmwood Church family these past few weeks
since my broken left arm on July 14th. Thank for your kindness, your prayers, for providing meals, for
sending me ‘get well’ cards, and restaurant gift cards! We are blown away and touched by your generosity.

LET
LET US CELEBRATE WITH YOU!
Starting in the October Newsletter we would like to include a list of the
birthdays and wedding anniversaries we have on record. This is a great way
to encourage others in the congregation and provides a natural opportunity
to reach out with a phone call or card. If you do not want your birthday or
anniversary to be shared, please let us know by emailing Linda at
admin@elmwoodchurch.org.

SOCIAL DISTANCING REMINDERS
REMINDERS
What a joy it’s been to gather in person and worship over these past few weeks! Since socially distanced
worship gatherings are here for the foreseeable future, we wanted to briefly remind you about the safety
measures that are in place:
•
•
•
•
•

Please use hand sanitizer as soon as you enter the building
Please do not shake hands, hug, or engage in physical contact with those outside your household
Please sit with six feet between you and those who are not a part of your household
Please do not congregate in the back of the sanctuary or foyer before or after the gathering
Masks or other face coverings are now required for the duration of your time inside the building, on
Sundays and during the week

These guidelines all feel uncomfortable and unnatural but following them is currently one of the most
practical ways you can love others in our church family and the community around us. Thank you for your
continued cooperation!
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ELMWOOD
SUNDAY

MONDAY

SEPTEMBER 2020

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

CALENDAR EVENTS
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
DUE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC

CALENDAR
THURSDAY

KEY : S = Sanctuary
L = Library

FR = Fireside Room
ABCD = Classrooms

EC = Elmwood Church

CF = Conquistando Fronteras

1

FRIDAY

CR = Conference Room
(I)N = (Infant) Nursery
RC = Real Church

2

SATURDAY

FH = Fellowship Hall/Gym
ATN = All Things New Prayer Ministry

3

4

5
800 am CF Men’s meeting (L)

1000 am EC Ladies’ Prayer (FR)

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)

COMMUNION SUNDAY

6

7

8

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L)
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)
1100 am CF Worship (ABC)

10

9

11

1100 am Women’s Friendship
Bible Coffee (CR)

1000 am EC Ladies’ Prayer (FR)

12
700 am ATN Fall Kick-off (all)
to
300 pm

100 pm Elmwood Seniors’ Bible
Study (FR)
330/530 pm Grove Worship (all)
730 pm Grove Prayer Room (all)

FALL KICK-OFF!!

13
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

330/530 pm Grove Worship (all)
730 pm Grove Prayer Room (all)

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)

15

16

17

18

19
800 am CF Men’s meeting (L)

1000 am EC Ladies’ Prayer (FR)
1100 am Women’s Friendship
Bible Coffee (CR)

20

630 pm Women’s Bible Study
at DebK’s home
700 pm EC Elder Meeting (S)

21

900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S)
900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L)
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)
& Children’s Church (ABC)
1100 am CF Worship (FH)

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

330/530 pm Grove Worship (all)
730 pm Grove Prayer Room (all)

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)
7:00 pm Elmwood Adult Ed Class
via ZOOM

22

23

24

25

26
800 am CF Men’s meeting (L)

1000 am EC Ladies’ Prayer (FR)
1100 am Women’s Friendship
Bible Coffee (CR)

27

330/530 pm Grove Worship (all)
730 pm Grove Prayer Room (all)

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)
6:00 pm Grove Kids Training (FH)

14

900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S)
900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L)
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)
& Children’s Church (ABC)
1100 am CF Worship (FH)

900 am Elmwood Worship Team (S)
900 am Real Church Worship (FH/L)
1030 am Elmwood Worship (S)
& Children’s Church (ABC)
1100 am CF Worship (FH)

700 pm Elmwood Council
Meeting (S)

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)

630 pm Women’s Bible Study (CR)

28

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)

29

530 pm ATN Prayer Clinic (all)

30

OCT 1

OCT 2

830 am ATN Prayer Clinic (all)

1000 am EC Ladies’ Prayer (FR)
1100 am Women’s Friendship
Bible Coffee (CR)

600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)
600 pm Grove Prayer Room (S)

600 pm RC Conference Training
(all)

OCT 3
700 am RC Fall Conference (all)
to
900 pm

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

200 pm RC Fall Conference (all)
to
1000 pm

630 pm Women’s Bible Study (CR)
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MISSIONS & MINISTRY NEWS
For more news from the missionaries and other ministries supported by Elmwood,
please take a look at the white binder on the table next to the church office!

PRAYER REQUEST
REQUESTS
QUESTS FROM THE MIS
MISSIONARIES SUPP
SUPPORTED
PPORTED BY ELMWOOD
ELMWOOD:
WOOD:
Mafú, Ednay, Zoey and Ian Abel, Paraguay: We have enjoyed our time traveling to the supporting churches and
attending camps and conferences. Please pray for an opportunity for us to return to Paraguay as soon as possible.
Paraguay is currently closed to all international travel. Pray that God would go before us in our endeavor to start a
missionary church in Paraguay.
Dennis and Mary Ann Barnett, Barnett International Student Ministry: We’re so thrilled that our Virtual VBS went
well. Pray for strength as we prepare to teach our granddaughters (second and fifth grade) online from our home. Pray
for Jen-Su from Taiwan as her job as a parole officer with juveniles is exhausting. Keep Ivy in prayer as she’s a single
mom with twin boys and a high school math teacher in Taipei. Praise the Lord for Holly’s daughter who is being
befriended by Christian Chinese friends; pray she’ll truly surrender to the Lord. Praise the Lord that prayer warriors
Rodger and Ruth Dalman are finally COVID free but are dealing with lung issues. Praise the Lord as our son Nathan
(who is a mild bipolar) is treating us with more respect. We would appreciate your prayers for Dennis’ 95-year-old
mom who is going blind and living alone in San Diego.
Duff and Sharon Gustafson, Ethnos360: Continue to pray for all the missionaries that have not yet been able to return
to their locations in villages around the world due to COVID-19. Pray they will continue to move forward despite all
this. Pray for the churches that they will learn a little more about reaching their own people and building up the
believers by depending only on the Spirit of God and not the presence of the missionaries. Pray that the Bolivian
government can find solutions without violence.
Carl and Cheryl Rich, Youth with a Mission: Thank You for praying for our 5-day club held last month. Thirty kids
heard the gospel messages. Six wanted extra time to get specific answers to their faith questions, and one young boy
asked Jesus into his heart. Pray for opportunities to follow up with these children in the months ahead. Carl received
an invitation to help with another Kairos mission course (students preparing for overseas mission work). Pray that the
admin details will go smoothly and that we would have time to adequately prepare for this class and connect with
these students. Continue to pray for our son David, as he juggles working full time in the Mayo hospital system and
studying graduate courses for his nurse practitioner degree.
Troy and Cora Roberts, Chiang Rai International Christian School, Thailand: We are praising the Lord that our
superintendent's family and our music teacher made it back to Thailand! Many of our other teachers are still waiting on
visas, certificates of entry, or test results. Please pray that God will continue to part the seas and make a way for our
teachers and friends to return. It's taking a community effort to get our school reopened, so I (Cora) am chipping in to
help with sixth grade language arts. Troy will sub for chemistry and who knows what else. PE teachers are helping with
math. Bible teachers are subbing for social studies. The elementary principal is teaching fifth grade. We've been facing
some relatively minor but exhausting issues as a family as well, so we'd appreciate prayer that we would lean into the
Lord and let Him carry us through this intense season.
Nikolao and Tabita Vuni, Christian Brotherhood Church, Sudan: COVID has not been heavy in South Sudan and
Uganda (where most of our people have gone to refuge); it has been heavier in Kenya. Despite a government
lockdown, a few members have been meeting in Juba churches without police interference. The new government has
repealed some of the repressive Islamic laws against Christians and introduced freedom of worship. Pray that Rev.
Khamis Awad Khamis and the churches will seize this window of opportunity for evangelism. Pray for our 25
grandchildren in India, Egypt and Uganda. 21 are in Uganda for schooling, but all schools and universities are closed.
My wife Tabita is doing better after an attack of malaria and typhoid. The medicines caused rashes in her mouth and
lips and her tongue was swollen and she could not talk, drink water or eat. Since using medicine drops, she can again
drink and eat. Continue to pray for her healing.
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